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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 
For  the  Year  1893. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  herewith  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Public  Health  of  your  District. 

As  in  my  Annual  Report  last  year  I  have  given  firstly  a 
brief  account  of  the  District  itself,  secondly  the  Vital  Statistics 
Ur  the  year,  thirdly- an  Account  of  Diseases  occurring  in  the 
District  throughout  the  year,  and  finally  an  Epitome  of  the 
Sanitary  Work  carried  out. 

In  connection  with  each  section,  I  have  added  such  recom¬ 
mendations  and  comments  as  appeared  to  me  advisable. 

I11  conclusion  I  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Authority  most  sincerely  for  the  kind  support  I  have 
received  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 


I  am,  Gentlemen 


Yours  obediently, 


W.  G.  WILLOUGHBY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


January  28th,  1S94. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1893. 


HE  area  of  the  District  under  the  care  of  the  Plympton 
St.  Mary  Union  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  is  73,490 
"I*  acres  ;  this  is  830  acres  less  than  the  area  of  the  whole 
Union,  the  parish  of  Compton  Gifford  constituting  a  separate 
Sanitary  area  under  a  Local  Board. 


The  District  is  situated  in  the  south-western  corner  of 
Devon,  and  forms  the  extreme  western  portion  of  the  South 
Hams.  It  is  bounded  by  Dartmoor  and  the  River  Tavy  on 
the  north  ;  on  the  south  by  the  sea  and  the  towns  of  Plymouth 
and  Devonport;  on  the  east  by  other  parts  of  the  South  Hams; 
and  on  the  west  by  Plymouth  Sound,  Plymouth,  Devonport, 
and  the  River  Tamar. 


The  surface  is  undulatory,  well  wooded  and  well  watered  ; 
the  Rivers  Erme,  Yealm,  and  Plym  are  almost  entirely  within 
the  District  from  their  sources  to  the  sea.  The  undulations 
run  mostly  from  north  to  south.  A  large  portion  of  the 
northern  half  of  the  district  is  moorland,  forming  part  of 
Dartmoor,  and  containing  large  china-clay  works  ;  small  portions 
near  the  large  towns  are  residential  ;  the  main  part  of  the 
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district  is  agricultural  in  character.  At  some  villages  on  the 
coast  line  of  the  district  there  are  small  fishing  and  other 
seaside  industries. 

The  geological  condition  of  the  district  varies  in  different 
areas.  In  the  south-west  and  south,  limestone  is  abundant, 
very  large  limestone  quarries  existing  in  Plymstock  parish  ; 
in  the  north  granite  abounds,  sometimes  disintegrating;  on  the 
banks  of  the  Plym  in  Egg  Buckland  and  Plympton  St.  Mary 
parishes,  there  are  large  slate  quarries — shillet  or  clay-slate  and 
dunstone  are  general,  especially  the  former. 

The  climate  is  mild  and  humid.  In  ihe  extreme  north 
on  Dartmoor  rainfall  is  abundant.  No  official  meteorological 
records  are  kept  in  the  district. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY 

on  the  whole  is  satisfactory,  but  certain  localties  are  in¬ 
sufficiently  supplied.  There  are  three  main  sources  of  supply  : — 
i.  Upland  surface  water  from  Dartmoor  and  similar 
places.  This  includes  the  Plymouth  and  Devonport  leats. 
The  water  is  soft  and  very  good. 

i>,  Springs,  Some  of  these,  from  the  limestone,  contain 
lime  salts  in  abundance,  and  are  very  hard  ;  others  contain 
fairly  soft  water.  Except  for  the  lime  salts  the  water  is 
very  pure  as  a  rule. 

iii.  Wells.  The  water  in  these  varies  from  very  good 
to  very  bad,  according  to  depth,  situation,  liability  to 
pollution  &c.  Many  of  the  wells  in  use  are  unfortunately 
mere  collections  of  surface  water,  these  are  becoming 
fewer  in  number. 

Rain  water  is  extensively  roughly  collected  throughout 
the  district  for  washing  and  other  purposes,  owing  to  the 
hardness,  distance  or  scarcity  of  the  drinking  water. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Many  of  the  larger  villages  and  hamlets  of  the  district 
have  a  sewerage  system  for  all  or  some  of  the  houses.  The 
out-falls  are  into  the  sea,  into  open  fields,  into  water  courses,  or 
into  cesspits,  “dry-wall  ”  or  otherwise. 

Most  of  the  hamlets  and  separate  houses  drain  into  cess¬ 
pits,  many  of  which  are  “  dry- wall,”  />.,  permitting  the  liquid 
part  of  the  sewage  to  soak  into  the  surrounding  soil.  Some  of 
the  cesspits  are  satisfactory  as  far  as  cesspits  can  be  ;  others 
from  their  position  and  contiguity  to  wells  are  not  satisfactory, 
but  have  to  be  put  up  with  temporarily,  owing  to  the  difficulty 
of  providing  suitable  alternative  means  of  drainage. 

The  Pail  system  is  carried  out  to  a  small  degree  in  the 
district,  and  Earthclosets  are  not  uncommon.  In  one  elementary 
school  the  Goux  system  of  lined  buckets  is  carried  out  with 
success. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

For  Registration  purposes,  the  district  is  divided  into  two 
sub-districts, — the  North  or  Plympton,  and  the  South  or 
Yealmpton. 

There  are  twenty  parishes  in  the  sanitary  area,  eleven  in 
the  North,  nine  in  the  South,  excluding  the  merely  ecclesiastical 
parishes  of  Sparkwell  and  Hooe,  the  former  being  included  in 
Plympton  St.  Ma>-y  and  the  latter  in  Plymstock  parishes. 

The  population  of  the  whole  district  at  the  1891  census 
was  21,759  !  the  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1893 
was  22028.  North  sub-district  13,900. 

South  ,,  8,128. 
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The  parishes,  their  areas  and  populations  are  given  below  : 


NAME  OF  PARISH. 

AREA. 

Population 
1891  census. 

Population 
1893  estimate 

North  Sub-district:  — 

Bickleigh  . 

. 302 . 

. 293 

Corn  wood . 

,I0680 . 

00 

VO 

N 

—  1279 

Egg  Buckland . 

•  3204 . 

.  1833 . 

....  1991 

Harford  . 

■  3680 . 

Laira  Green . 

••••596 . 

. 558 

Pcnnycross  . 

. 811 . 

. 879 

Plympton  St.  Mary  . 

. I 1200 . 

.  347i . 

....  3462 

Plympton  Maurice . 

.  ii39 . 

...  1138 

St.  Budeaux . 

2500 . 

.  2243 . 

....  2300 

Shaugh  Prior  . 

•  7170 . 

. 7i4 . 

. 718 

Tamerton  Foliott  . 

•  3910 . 

.  1 1 18 . 

Total  in  North 

46990 

13542 

13900 

South  Sub-district 

Brixton  and  Chelson  Meadow 

3060 . 

. 608 

*Ermington  . . 

4920 . 

. S96 

Ilolbeton . 

.  4800 . 

. 949 . 

. 916 

Newton  Ferrers  . 

■  3090 . 

. 710 . 

. 711 

Ply  instock  . 

.  2S60 . 

T  -O 

••••  3159 

Revclstoke  . 

.  1460 . 

. 471 . 

. 453 

Wembury . 

3070 . 

. 524 . 

. 5i8 

Yealmpton  . 

•  3240  . 

Total  in  South 

26500 

8217 

8128 

Totol  in  whole  district 

73490 

21759 

22028 

*  Excluding  the  population  of  that  part  of  Ermington  included  in  the 
area  under  the  Ivy  bridge  Local  Board. 


In  the  period  between  the  census  of  18S1  and  that  of  1891 
the  north  sub-district  increased  in  population,  the  south 
decreased.  The  parishes  decreasing  in  population  are  the 
purely  agricultural  parishes  ;  those  largely  increasing  are 
suburban  to  Plymouth  and  Devonport  ;  and  those  remaining 
stationery  have  some  other  industries  in  addition  to  agriculture. 
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It  is  probable  that  migration  from  rural  districts  is  not  taking 
place  now  to  the  extent  it  has  in  former  years. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  district  inhabited  at  the  time 
of  the  1891  census  was  4333  ;  116  houses  were  completed  and 
inhabited  in  1802  and  88  during  1893. 

The  average  number  of  inhabitants  to  each  house  in  the 
district  is  4-9,  (nearly  five,)  varying  from  an  average  of  4-4  in 
Holbeton,  Revelstoke,  and  Laira  Green,  to  that  of  5 '8  in 
Plymstock  parish. 


BIRTHS. 


The  following  births  were  registered  in  1893  : — 


Sub-district. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total  of  both  Sexes, 

North 

190 

194 

O0 

CO 

4- 

South 

113 

no 

223 

In  whole  district 

303 

3°4 

607 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  north  was  2  7 '6 2  per  1000,  as 
compared  with  25-84  in  1892. 

The  Rate  for  the  south  was  27-43  per  iooo;  in  1892,  it 
was  26-93  Per  1000. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  whole  district  was  27-55  per  1000, 
the  average  for  some  years  past  being  27-41  per  1000. 

MARRIAGES. 

During  1893,  1 30  marriages  were  registered.  The 
Marriage  Rate  (or  persons  married  to  ioco  living,)  being  12-01. 

In  1892,  134  marriages  were  registered,  and  the  rate  was 


1 2  - 1 . 
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DEATHS. 


The  following  deaths  were  registered  during  1893  : — 


Sub-district . 

Male. 

Female. 

7  etal  of  loth  sexes. 

North 

123 

125 

CO 

-j" 

cs 

South 

64  . 

77 

141 

In  whole  district 

CO 

202 

389 

The  death  rate  for  the  north  sub-district  was  17 '84 
per  1000  ;  in  1892,  it  was  17.69  per  1000. 

The  death-rate  for  the  south  was  17 ‘34  per  1000  ;  in  1892, 
it  was  16-27  Per  1000. 

The  death-rate  for  the  whole  district  was  17-65  per  1000  ; 
in  1892  17.16  per  1000. 

The  average  death  rate  for  the  district  for  the  preceding 
five  years  was  17-15  per  1000  ;  that  for  1893  is  therefore  a 
fraction  above  the  average. 

The  deaths  in  the  north  sub-district  included  27  in  the 
Union  Workhouse,  St.  Joseph’s  Home  and  Plympton  Asylum. 
Excluding  the  seventeen  deaths  of  persons  in  these  institutions, 
who  belonged  outside  this  district,  the  corrected  death  rate  for 
the  north  is  1 6' 6 1 ,  and  for  the  whole  district  16-S8  per  1000, 

The  deaths  occurred  as  follows  : — 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  ...  125. 


second 

» 

n 

Si. 

third 

•  j 

)) 

105. 

fourth 

)) 

n 

88. 

t  r 


The  death  rates  for  the  different  parishes  for  1893  were  : — 


Parish 

Rate 
per  1000 

Parish 

Rate 
per  1000 

Harford 

O’OO 

Tamerton  Foliott 

i6'i8 

Bickleigh 

6-82 

Holbeton 

16-37 

Pennycross 

1023 

Plymstock 

vO 

ON 

00 

Revelstoke 

11-03 

Wembury 

19-30 

Egg  Buckland  .  . 

1  r  04 

Plympton  St.  Mary 

19-64 

Ermington 

12-27 

Yealmpton 

19-83 

Cornwood 

13-29 

Brixton 

21-38 

Shaugh  Prior  ... 

13-92 

Plympton  Maurice 

2 1.96 

Newton  Ferrers 

‘To? 

*  Laira  Green  ... 

30-46 

St.  Budeaux 

*478  ■ 

The  rates  given  above  for  Pennycross,  Plympton  St.  Mary,  and 
Plympton  Maurice  are  corrected  by  exclusion  of  deaths  in  the 
above-mentioned  institutions  of  individuals  who  had  not 
previously  belonged  to  the  district. 

*  The  large  death  rate  of  Laira  Green  is  unusual,  and  due 
to  the  exceptional  number  of  deaths  of  elderly  persons  in  the 
parish  early  in  the  year,  owing  to  the  small  population  one  or 
two  deaths  more  or  less  makes  a  great  difference  in  the  rate  of 
this  parish. 

Classification  of  the  Causes  of  Death. 


Prom  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  49 

„  „  Circulatory  ...  ...  23 

,,  ,,  Respiratory  ...  ...  80 

,,  ),  Digestive  ...  ..  19 

),  ,,  Genito-urinary  ...  11 

From  Zymotic  Disease  ...  ...  ...  46 

,,  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  17 

1,  Senile  Decay  ...  ...  .  .  102 

„  Violence,  Suicide,  &c.  ...  ...  n 

,,  All  other  causes  ...  ...  ..  31 

3^9 
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The  deaths  from  Respiratory  diseases  include  30  from 
Phthisis. 

The  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  include  the  following:  — 


From 

Puerperal  Fevers 

1 

n 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

n 

Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever 

1 

n 

Croup 

2 

n 

Erysipelas 

2 

V 

Diarrhoea 

i7 

V 

Measles 

5 

V 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

Total 

46 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  for  the  district  was  2-o8  per  1000. 


The  rates  for  the  three  previous  years  were  1  •  6,  2.3,  and  27 
per  1 000,  respectively.  The  average  annual  Zymotic  death  rate 
for  the  country  generally  is  about  2  6  per  1000,  being  less 
for  rural  districts. 


Except  for  the  deaths  from  diarrhoea,  the  mortality  for 
Zymotic  diseases  for  the  year  has  been  small. 


Deaths  at  different  ages  : — 


Under  1  year 

Over  1  year  and  under  5  years 

„  S  years  ,,  15 

>)  ^5  n  n  35 

ii  25  it  n  65 

Over  65  „ 


66 

37 

iS 

7 

]°5 

156 


)> 
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Of  the  deaths  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age 
6  were  over  90 
44  between  80  and  90 
83  „  70  „  80 

Infant  mortality. 

The  infant  mortality  for  the  year  was  108  per  1000  births  ; 
for  the  three  previous  years  it  had  been  1 14,  105,  and  154 
per  1000,  respectively.  The  average  infant  mortality  for  the 
country  generally  ranges  each  year  from  130  to  150  per  1000 
births. 

Natural  increase. 

The  total  natural  increase,  or  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths,  for  the  year  1893,  was  218,  consisting  of  116  males  and 
102  females. 


TXr.£LX3^fcXZI  1. — Deaths  during  the  year  1893. 

Mortality  from  all  causes  at  subjoined  ages.  Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  deaths  under  five  years  of  age. 
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thereto 
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DISEASES  IN  THE  DISTRICT  DURING  1893. 

The  Public  Health  of  the  district  during  1893  has  on  the 
whole  been  fairly  good.  The  total  death  rate  and  the  zymotic 
death  rate  were  about  the  average,  both  for  the  district  and  for 
rural  districts  generally. 

The  amount  of  sickness  in  the  district  coming  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Sanitary  Officials  has  not  been  excessive  ;  such 
knowledge  is  however  limited,  unless  there  is  a  fatal  termination 
to  the  illness,  owing  to  the  absence  of  systematic  notification. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Cholera.  No  case. 

Small  Pox.  No  fatal  case.  There  were  only  two  cases 
in  the  district  for  the  year,  one  in  a  tramp  from  Totnes  who 
was  found  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease  on  arriving  at  the 
Workhouse  at  Plympton,  the  other  in  a  soldier  at  Staddon 
(Plymstock  parish)  who  had  recently  arrived  from  Leeds 
bringing  the  disease  with  him.  Both  were  isolated  and 
recovered.  In  the  adjoining  urban  and  rural  districts  cases 
occurred,  but  the  disease  did  not  extend  to  this  district. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Thirty-five  cases  of  this  disease  came  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Authority,  but  very  many  more  must  have 
occurred.  The  thirteen  fatal  cases  were  from  the  parishes  of 
Holbeton  (6),  Plympton  St.  Mary  (5),  Shaugh  Prior  (1),  and 
Yealmptor.  (1).  Epidemics  of  this  disease  occurred  at  Shaugh, 
Holbeton,  and  Lee  Mill  Bridge  and  neighbourhood.  Isolated 
cases  were  reported  from  Yealmpton,  Ermington,  Pennycross, 
Wembury,  Noss,  and  elsewhere.  The  outbreak  at  Holbeton 
was  very  severe,  that  at  Lee  Mill  Bridge,  Venton,  &c.,  milder 
but  more  extensive. 
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In  each  place  the  outbreak  commenced  from  isolated  cases, 
and  spread  by  means  of  the  elementary  schools,  which  were 
when  this  appeared  probable  closed  temporarily  to  check  the 
spread.  In  the  absence  of  early  information  as  to  the  first  case 
in  a  neighbourhood,  the  actual  origin  of  the  epidemic  is  rarely 
traced,  especially  as  the  disease  is  almost  endemic  in  parts  of 
the  district. 

The  spread  of  scarlet  fever  is  difficult  to  check  under  any 
circumstances,  and  especially  so  in  this  district.  In  many  cases 
the  fever  is  so  mild  as  to  escape  detection  until  the  infection  is 
spread  ;  there  is  no  possibility  of  isolation  in  most  of  the 
cottages,  and  if  there  were,  it  would  not  be  carried  out 
probably.  Parents  as  a  rule  take  no  care  to  prevent  the 
disease  attacking  the  other  children,  in  fact  the  latter  are  not 
infrequently  purposely  exposed  to  infection  owing  to  the  mis¬ 
taken  idea  that  scarlet  fever  must  be  had  and  the  earlier  the 
better. 

Measles.  The  above  remarks  on  isolation  apply  to 
measles  as  well  as  to  scarlet  fever.  An  epidemic  of  this  disease 
necessitated  closure  of  the  elementary  schools  at  Laira  for  a 
time.  Isolated  cases  occurred  at  various  places  in  the  district, 
and  five  fatal  cases  were  registered,  viz.,  two  from  Laira,  and 
one  each  from  the  parishes  of  Plymstock,  St.  Budeaux,  and 
Plympton  St.  Mary. 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever.  One  fatal  case  only  was 
registered  during  the  year  ;  this  patient  was  a  child  at  Turn- 
chapel.  No  other  cases  were  discovered  there.  A  mild  case 
occurred  at  Roborough,  and  one  was  imported  into  Plympton 
St.  Maurice  from  the  Midlands. 

There  were,  however,  two  small  epidemics  of  the  disease, 
one  at  Egg  Buckland  and  Laira  in  the  summer,  and  the  oth«r 
at  Newton  Ferrers  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  At  Egg 
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Buckla'nd  and  Laira  four  cases  occurred,  of  which  one  ended 
fatally  in  Plymouth  Hospital.  The  unsatisfactory  state  of  the 
drainage  of  these  places  is  sufficient  to  account  for  the  epidemic. 
At  Newton  Ferrers,  up  to  December  31st,  seven  cases  had 
occurred,  none  fatal.  The  drainage,  nuisances,  and  water 
supply  of  this  village  arc  now  receiving  the  necessary  attention. 

Diptheria.  No  fatal  case  during  the  year.  A  case 
reported  from  Bickleigh  was  probably  due  to  contamination  of 
a  water  supply  by  town  refuse  from  Plymouth  used  as  manure. 

Whooping  Cough.  Although  near  the  district  this  fatal 
disease  of  children  has  been  epidemic,  five  fatal  cases  only 
were  registered,  viz ,  two  each  in  Cornwood  and  Plymstock 
parishes,  and  one  in  Egg  Buckland  parish. 

Diarrhoea.  The  undue  prevalence  of  diarrhoea  was 
chiefly  owing  to  the  unusually  long  drought  of  the  summer  of 
1893.  There  were  seventeen  deaths  which  occurred  here  and 
there  throughout  the  district,  principally,  however,  in  Plympton 
St.  Mary,  St.  Budeaux,  and  Plymstock  parishes. 

Phthisis.  The  deaths  from  phthisis  occurred  in  various 
parts  of  the  district,  but  of  the  thirty,  nine  took  place  in 
Plympton  St.  Mary  parish,  and  five  in  Plymstock  parish.  The 
deaths  had  apparently  no  special  connection  with  overcrowding, 
although  Plymstock  is  the  parish  with  the  greatest  number  of 
inhabitants  to  each  house*  viz.,  an  average  of  5-8.  The 
numbers  are,  however,  too  small  for  accurate  deductions  to  be 
made  from  them.  The  phthisis  death  rate  was  13  per  1000,  the 
same  as  the  rate  in  the  previous  year,  and  about  o-3  below 
the  average  annual  rate  for  the  country  generally. 

Influenza.  A  severe  epidemic  at  Noss  Mayo  in  November 
caused  temporary  absence  from  school  of  from  40  to  50  per 
cent,  of  the.  children. 
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In  view  of  the  facts  tliat  Cholera- broke  out  in  the  parts  of 
country,  that  Small  Pox  was  epidemic  in  the  near  neighbour- 
nood  of  the  district,  and  that  there  was  during  the  early 
summer  a  severe  drought  which  injuriously  affected  some  of 
our  water  supplies,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  cases  of 
Cholera  or  Small  Pox  occurred  in  the  district  (two  imported 
cases  of  the  latter  did  not  cause  any  spread),  that  no  death  from 
Diptheria,  and  but  one  from  Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever  occurred 
throughout  the  year.  On  the  other  hand  the  deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  and  Scarlet  Fever  somewhat  exceeded  the  numbers 
that  usually  occur  in  similar  rural  districts  ;  the  extra  deaths 
from  the  former  being  attributable  to  the  drought  and  its  effect 
on  water  supplies. 

It  must  again  be  pointed  out  that  the  only  means  of 
isolation  for  cases  of  infectious  diseases  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Authority  are  a  share  in  the  accommodation  of  the  Port  of 
Plymouth  Hospital  Ship,  and  the  Infirmary  for  the  inmates 
of  the  Workhouse.  There  is  no  provision  for  the  disinfection 
of  the  bedding,  clothes,  and  of  the  public  either  in  the  district 
or  in  its  neighbourhood. 

It  is  against  the  true  interest  of  the  district  that  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Notification  and  Prevention  Acts  have  not 
been  adopted  by  the  Authority. 

Depots  for  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  disinfectants  to 
the  poor  in  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  now  been  established 
at  many  centres  in  the  district,  including  Holbeton,  Yealnrpton, 
Newton  Ferrers,  Plympton,  Lee  Mill  Bridge,  Honicknowle, 
Oreston,  and  are  very  useful. 

The  printed  notices  and  directions  as  to  disinfection  and 
as  to  the  measures  to  be  taken  in  the  case  of  infectious  diseases 
have  been  distributed  as  usual. 
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WATER  SUPPLY,  1893. 

The  water  supply  during  1893  has  been  less  abundant  than 
usual  owing  to  a  prolonged  drought  in  the  summer. 

Attention  has  been  specially  directed  to  the  water  supplies 
of  thirty  villages  and  hamlets,  in  addition  to  general  inspection 
of  water  supplies. 

Plympton.  In  April,  1893,  the  first  house  was  supplied 
with  the  water  brought  in  by  the  new  works  from  Bottle  Hill, 
and  by  December  31st,  205  houses  were  using  the  new  public 
supply.  There  should  be  a  distinct  improvement  in  the 
comfort,  convenience  and  health  of  the  inhabitants,  for  the 
reports  of  the  committee  which  enquired  into  the  condition  of 
the  water  supplies  at  the  time  of  the  proposal  of  the  new 
scheme,  disclosed  a  bad  state  of  affairs.  The  new  supply  is 
good  both  in  quality  and  quantity,  and  should  displace  all  the 
doubtful  supplies  mentioned  in  the  committee's  report.  In 
furtherance  of  the  scheme  a  second  Local  Government  Board 
enquiry  has  been  held,  and  the  borrowing  of  an  additional 
loan  sanctioned. 

Hemerdon.  This  village  is  now  supplied  by  means  of  stand¬ 
pipes  in  connection  with  the  new  Plympton  supply. 

Yealmpton.  A  plan  for  better  distribution  of  the  water 
supply  was  decided  on  early  in  the  year.  It  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  the  work  has  not  been  commenced. 

Down  Thomas.  At  this  village  the  public  well  was  very 
liable  to  pollution,  being  but  an  open  dipping  well  in  a  field. 
W orks  have  been  carried  out  much  improving  the  supply,  the 
water  being  now  obtained  by  means  of  a  pump  closer  to  the 
village. 


Brixton.  A  great  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the 
distribution  of  the  public  supply  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 
village.  Unfortunately  the  upper  part  of  the  village  is  badly 
supplied  with  water,  and  attempts  have  been  made  to  improve 
it,  so  far  in  vain. 

Tamerton  Foliott.  The  Plymouth  Borough  water 
supply  has  been  extended  to  this  village  to  its  great  benefit. 
The  unsatisfactory  public  wells  should  now  be  examined  and  if 
necessary  closed. 

St.  Budeaux.  To  parts  of  this  parish  during  the  year 
the  Plymouth  Corporation  water  has  been  brought,  especially 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  parish  church.  In  the  growing 
district  near  the  railway  station  better  water  is  much  needed 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  promised  extension  of  the 
Plymouth  main  will  not  long  be  delayed.  The  wells  in  this 
district  are  decidedly  unsatisfactory. 

At  Crownhill  additional  houses  have  been  supplied  with 
Plymouth  water. 

Venton  and  Foley.  Compensation  demands  interfered 
with  a  good  scheme  for  improving  the  supply  and  a  smaller 
scheme  has  now  been  adopted  and  carried  out. 

Newton  Ferrers.  A  Committee  of  Guardians  has  in 
hand  the  work  of  improving  the  water  supply  of  this  village. 

Plymstock.  Works  have  been  planned  and  decided  on 
with  regard  to  much  needed  improvements  at  Plymstock, 
Turnchapel,  and  Hooe.  The  carrying  out  of  the  works  has 
been  for  months,  and  is  still,  delayed  by  the  action,  or  rather, 
inaction,  of  the  War  office  over  small  matters  in  connection 
with  the  Turnchapel  Scheme.  This  delay  is  very  unfortunate 
for  the  villages  mentioned. 
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The  cost  of  the  Plymstock  village  works  being  largely  to 
be  defrayed  apart  from  the  authority,  it  seems  advisable  that 
this  part  of  the  combined  improvements  should  be  carried  out 
apart  from  Hooe  and  Turnchapel  since  there  is  such  delay. 

At  Pomphlete,  in  the  same  parish,  complaints  have  been 
received  from  time  to  time  of  the  water  supply.  It  appears 
that  the  levels  would  allow  the  water  from  the  well  to  run  into 
a  small  tank  below  the  present  pump  ;  if  so,  it  would  be  an 
improvement  to  construct  such  a  tank  trom  which  to  pump, 
instead  of  pumping  from  such  a  long  distance  as  at  present. 

Laira.  The  wells  at  Laira  continue  to  be,  in  some 
respects,  unsatisfactory  as  a  rule.  With  the  prospect  of  an  im¬ 
proved  system  of  drainage,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  better 
water  supply  will  also  be  obtained. 

Lutton  and  Yondertown.  A  Scheme  for  the  better  sup¬ 
ply  of  these  villages  with  water  has  been  arranged.  It  should 
be  carried  out  as  soon  as  possible. 

Ermington.  The  proximity  of  the  public  well  to  the 
churchyard  is  unpleasant.  Careful  examination  of  the  water  of 
this  well  is  most  advisable. 

Minor  points  have  been  attended  to  in  connection  with 
water  supplies  at  Middle  Mutley,  Dunstone,  Higher  Hooe, 
Elburton,  Holbeton,  Lee  Mill  Bridge,  Sparkwell,  Weston  Mill, 
Laira,  Bickleigh,  Longbrook,  Cornwood,  &c. 

Analyses  have  been  made  of  water  from  Cornwood, 
Pomphlete,  St.  Budeaux  (4),  and  Laira.  Three  of  the  four  wells 
examined  at  St.  Budeaux  were  found  unfit  for  use,  and  such 
use  was  discontinued. 


Water  certificates,  in  connection  with  the  Public  Health 
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(187S)  Act,  were  issued  for  88  new  houses.  Many  were  refused 
until  improvements  were  effected.  Three  prosecutions  were 
undertaken  for  occupation  without  such  certificate. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE,  1893. 

Tamerton  Foljott.  This  village  is  being  re-sewerecl 
throughout. 

Plymptoy.  Improvements  have  been  effected  in,  and 
additions  made  to  the  sewers  of  Plympton  Eric,  and  of 
Colebrook.  The  flushing  of  the  sewers  is  now  much  improved. 

Crownhill.  The  Local  Government  Board  has  sanctioned 
the  borrowing  of  money  to  completely  resewer  the  village  of 
Knackersknowle.  The  improvement  is  very  necessary,  and  the 
delay  in  carrying  it  out  unfortunate, 

Prince  Rock  (Laira  Green  Parish).  The  sewer  for 
this  district  is  still  open  and  the  source  of  many  complaints. 
The  work  of  constructing  a  covered  sewer  has  been  decided 
on  and  will  be  shortly  carried  out. 

St.  Bureaux.  One  of  the  most  pressing  needs  of  the 
district  is  improved  drainage  and  sewerage  of  the  region  near 
the  L.  &  S.W.  Railway  Station  at  St.  Budeaux.  Cesspits  and 
wells  are  in  unfortunate  proximity  to  one  another,  and  the 
absence  of  a  sewer  is  a  formidable  obstacle  to  further  building 
operations.  The  parish  itself,  at  a  public  meeting,  resolved 
that  the  Authority  be  asked  to  provide  sewers,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  construction  of  a  main  sewer  for  the 
rapidly  developing  building  area  to  the  north-east  of  the 
station,  is  only  a  question  of  time.  The  sooner  the  matter  is 
taken  in  hand  the  better.  There  are  no  great  difficulties  in  the 
construction  of  a  sewer  for  the  area  indicated. 
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Laira.  The  drainage  scheme  of  1892  having  been  rejected 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  Authority  has  appointed 
an  Engineer,  who  has  drawn  up  another  scheme  for  the  better 
drainage  of  Laira,  and  this  has  been  sent  on  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  the  enquiry  is  now  awaited. 


In  the  meantime  the  best  is  being  made  of  the  present 
arrangements. 

Egg  Buckland.  The  sewerage  of  this  village  has 
received  attention,  but  nothing  practical  has  been  yet  done  to 
remedy  its  admittedly  unsatisfactory  state.  Improvement  is 
advisible  before  another  summer. 

Newton  Ferrers  A  committee  has  in  hand  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  sewerage  of  this  village. 


Minor  matters  in  connection  with  sewerage  and  drainage 
have  been  in  hand  at  Ridgway,  Roborough,  Middle  Mutley, 
Brixton,  Ermington,  Turnchapel,  Hooe,  Pennycross,  &c. 


REMOVAL  OF  REFUSE. 

Systematic  removal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  at  Plympton 
St.  Mary,  Plympton  Maurice,  Laira  Green,  and  Middle  Mutley. 
Much  carelessness  exists  at  Newton  Ferrers,  Noss  Mayo, 
Turnchapel,  Laira,  and  many  other  villages  as  to  the  disposal  of 
house  refuse.  Warning  notices  had  some  effect  in  checking 
indiscriminate  throwing  away  of  slop-water,  &c.,  in  some  places, 
but  it  is  practically  impossible  to  detect  and  prosecute  individual 
offenders. 


NUISANCES. 


Fourty- four  notices  have  been  served  with  regard  to 
Nuisances. 

Conviction  and  infliction  of  a  fine  followed  the  prosecution 
of  the  occupier  of  filthy  premises  at  Tamerton. 

The  nuisance  causing  most  complaint  has  been  the  im¬ 
portation  of  Plymouth  house  refuse.  In  addition  to  the 
abominable  smells,  there  is  no  doubt  it  has  conveyed  disease  into 
the  district  especially  at  Sparkwell,  Hemerdon,  Prince  Rock, 
Plympton  Station,  and  Bickleigh. 

A  long  continued  and  recurring  nuisance  in  Burleigh  Lane, 
Pennycross,  was  ended  after  conviction  and  fining  resulting  from 
prosecution  by  the  Highway  Board  of  that  district. 

Various  accumulations  of  refuse,  slaughter-house,  and  other¬ 
wise  have  been  complained  of  and  removed  or  deodorised.  The 
foul  accumulations  near  the  field  path  from  Compton  to  Egg 
Buckland  has  been  particularly  complained  of,  and  its  recurrence 
should  not  be  again  permitted. 

Overcrowding.  Cases  have  been  attended  to  at  Ermington, 
Plympton,  Newton  Ferrers,  and  Tamerton,  and  a  prosecution  for 
overcrowding  at  Tamerton  resulting  in  conviction  and  infliction 
of  a  fine. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  only  offensive  trade  concerning  which  complaint  has 
been  received  has  been  the  knacker’s  yard  at  Honicknowle.  Here 
no  great  care  is  taken  to  prevent  nuisances  arising,  and  the  smells 
are  most  unpleasant,  but  no  nuisance  has  been  found  that  would 
make  legal  proceedings  advisable  or  likely  to  be  successful. 
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BYE  -  LAWS. 

In  July  the  proposed  Bye-laws  concerning  New  Buildings, 
Nuisances,  and  Slaughter-houses  were  sanctioned  and  came  into 
operation.  Those  for  New  Buildings  are  already  of  very  much 
use  and  a  Works’  Committee  and  Surveyor  have  been  appointed 
to  see  them  carried  out.  The  erection  of  such  wretched  houses 
as  have  spoilt  Laira  of  late  years  will  be  prevented  in  future,  and 
among  other  evils  ended,  there  will  be  a  cessation  of  the  careless 
construction  of  cesspits  and  wells  close  to  one  another  as  in  the 
past,  at  St.  Budeaux  and  Laira.  Among  the  bye-laws  regarding 
nuisances,  those  referring  to  the  keeping  of  swine  will  be  most 
useful. 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS  DURING  1893. 

For  Overcrowding,  one  prosecution  resulting  in  conviction. 
For  Filthy  Premises,  one  prosecution  resulting  in  conviction. 
For  Occupation  of  Houses  without  Water  Certificates,  three 
prosecutions,  in  two  of  which  conviction  was  the  result,  and  in  the 
third  the  defendant  pleaded  misunderstanding  and  had  merely  to 
pay  his  own  costs. 


REPORTS  TO  THE  AUTHORITY  DURING  1893 
BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

i.  The  Quarterly  Reports. 

ii.  January — Overcrowding  at  Tamer-ton  Foliott. 

iii.  ,,  The  Drainage  at  Prince  Rock. 

iv.  ,,  Water  Pollution  at  Cornwood. 

v.  February — Scarlet  Fever  at  Holbeton. 

vi.  August — Typhoid  Fever  at  Egg  Buckland. 

vii.  „  Nuisance  at  Victoria  Brewery,  Pennycross. 
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viii  September — Pennycross  Sewerage. 

ix.  October — Water  Supply  of  Laira. 

x.  November — Typhoid  Fever  at  Newton  Ferrers. 

xi.  December — Plymouth  Town  Refuse. 

W.  G.  WILLOUGHBY, 

M.D.,  Lond,,  D.P.H.,  Camb., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


